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About Us... 

 All who seek and serve the 

love of God are ministers of 

Union Church 

 Rev. Kent Gilbert, Pastor 

 Jean Boyce, Moderator 

 Joan English, Church Secretary 

 Wyndee Holbrook, Director 

of Christian Education 

 Deborah Payne, Youth 

Director 

 Loretta Mountjoy, Woman’s 

Industrial Director 

 Jennifer Shelton and Bea 

Chasteen,  Childcare 

 Erik Reinhart, Custodian 
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Join Us Sunday 

Mornings! 

Christian Ed. for all 

ages 9:30 am 

Worship, 10:30 am  

The Trustees’ Steward-
ship Committee, working 
with members of the Wor-
ship Team and Pastor 
Kent, planned a month of 
stewardship activities 
which will conclude on 
Sunday, November 1 with 
the offering of time, talent 
and financial pledges during 
a service of passionate 
worship and communion.  

Such gifts will enable the 
Trustees to develop a 
budget for congregational 
approval. That budget will 
be dependent upon our 
gifts, pledges and tithes.   

Pledge cards have been 
mailed and can be re-
quested by calling the 
church office.  

 

Woman’s  
Industrial 
Holiday 
Needs 

Woman’s Industrial is a 
strong and ongoing Mis-
sion outreach of the 
church, supported by the 
Mission Board.  The fall 
season is well underway 
with an active group of 
women.  They are busy 
preparing for our Holiday 
Sale and Chili Luncheon on 
November 21, with a chili 
luncheon following wor-
ship on Sunday, November 
22.  We invite all to attend 
for good food, and lots of 
craft items to select from 
for your decorating needs 
or gift giving. 

It is also time to start 
thinking about the Christ-
mas Holiday and the needs 
of the women and children 
of the Industrial program.  
We are asking for the con-

gregation members to 
again adopt a participant 
and purchase a gift for that 
person.  I will have the list 
of participants, along with 
a wish list, ready for your 
selection on Sunday, 
November 8.  In 
counting all who 
are involved in-
cluding the chil-
dren we have 
about forty people.   

Our Christmas party 
will be held on Friday, De-
cember 18, 2009; there-
fore, the gifts need to be 
in the church office by Fri-
day, December 11, 2009.  
If we have the gifts on the 
11th we can cover the ones 
missing or contact the 
people who haven’t re-
turned their gifts.  It’s very 
important that all our par-
ticipants receive a gift.  
We are asking that you 
spend no more than 
$25.00 per person for the 
adult gifts, and a lesser 
amount for children’s gifts.  
The children involved are 
under the age of five. 

In addition to gifts for 
the participants we are 
asking the congregation 
for donations of new bars 
of sample soaps, sham-
poos, lotions, etc. for mak-

ing goody bags for the 
ladies.  They can also 
be regular size 
items, as well as 
other small personal 

items (note cards, 
pens, writing tablets, 

etc.).   

We do the goody bags 
for all in attendance at the 
Christmas party (female, 
as we are Woman’s Indus-
trial).  We do have a cou-
ple of males who partici-
pate, but I will see that 
they are covered. 

The Mission Board and 
I extend our sincere 
thanks for your support in 
the past, and thanks in ad-
vance for your help with 
the 2009 holiday season. 

Loretta Mountjoy,  
Director 
Woman’s Industrial 
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  Birthdays 

  2 Cheyenne Olson 
  4 Emily Nigro 
  8 Betty Tallmadge 
 11 Michelle Mecham 
11 Betty Wray 
14 Wyndee Holbrook 

15 Edith Hansen 
16 Scottie Frederiksen 
21 Hannah Crowe 
21 George Mountjoy 
22 Jim Barrett 

 
Anniversaries 
30 Merlin & Dot Kindel 

 
If we don’t know your 
birthday or anniversary, we 
want to! Or if we’ve made a 
mistake please call or email 
the office.   

News of the Family... 
Union Church is a place where 

your faith can grow and deepen. 
We are actively looking for those 
who would like to explore 
discipleship with Jesus in this 
congregation.    

 
“Union Church welcomes all followers 
of Christ and works with all who work 
with Him;  respecting each person's 

conscience; working by love, 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the 

spirit in the bond of peace."  
 If you’d like to formally join Union 

Church, please call the office.  

Dorothy Crandall has passed 
away at 101.  Watch for news of 

her memorial service, probably 
early in the New Year. 

Anne Marie Vaughn is 
spending the year in Changsha, 
China working with WORLD 
TEACH. She is teaching English to 
middle school students at the Yali 
Boarding School, an off-shoot of 
the Yale-in-China educational 
program.    

Long time church members may 
recall that President Francis and Dr. 
Louise Hutchins worked with the 
Yale-in-China program prior to 
their arrival at Berea College.  
Anne Marie has a blog chronicling 

her  adventures  
( h t t p : / /  a n n e m a r i e v a u g h n . 
wordpress.com).    

You may contact her at 
Annemarie.vaughn@gmail.com 

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Thanksgiving Service will be 
held here at Union Church on 
Sunday, Nov. 22, at 7:00 pm. 

Congratulations to our former 
interns Chrissy Cataldo and 
Mark Pettis, both of whom were 
ordained into ministry in October!  
Chrissy serves as a hospice chaplain 
in Bloomington, IL, and Mark wills 
serve a church in Moorhead, MN.  

T H E  U N I O N  C H U R C H  N E W S L E T T E R  

November Birthdays & Anniversaries  

W e, the People of Union Church, seek to live out our discipleship to God 
as a community inspired by Jesus’ transforming love. As a gathering of 

those seeking to boldly and creatively embody Christ’s life and ministry, we 
commit ourselves to work and fellowship that makes the radical and inclusive 
love of God, the beloved community proclaimed by Jesus, and the continuing 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit visible and real to all. As one in body with Christ, 
we commit ourselves to acts of: 

Unbounded Hospitality to Build a Beloved Community of Christ 

Thoughtful, Inspirational and Intentional Faith Development 

Passionate Worship 

Risk-Taking Mission and Service 

Extravagant Generosity and Care in Our Stewardship 
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Report of a Successful Bazaar! 
With mixed emotions some of 

the Bazaar carriers/loaders 
watched the Habitat for Humanity 
ReStore truck pull out of the 
church parking lot at 11 am Tues-
day, October 13, with the last load 
of the unsold items.  We were 
happy that we had done so well in 
spite of the weather and it was 
over!  At the same time, we were 
saddened that we hadn’t sold 
more, and that our fun time work-
ing together was over for the time 
being. 

We cleared approximately 
$8000 (and counting) with your 
incredible cooperation.  It was 
extremely rare that anyone turned 
us down when we requested help.  
It might be interesting for you to 
know that the quilt ticket sales 
were over $600 and the bake sale 
brought in $400+.  Silent Auction 
sales were more then $1500.   

We are so grateful to those of 
you who were merchants, cash-
iers, carriers, sign makers, con-
tributors of treasures, bakers, 
cooks, etc.—too numerous to 
name.  However, we would be 
remiss if we did not give special 
credit to the “Bazaar Angels,” who 
made it happen by spending untold 
numbers of hours, week after 
week, not only pricing, but polish-
ing, cleaning mending, quilting and 
whatever else it took to make the 
treasures appealing and the bazaar 
more successful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These special persons are: 

Rita Barlow Hamdy Kemp 
Joyce Fields Lois Morgan 
Joy Frazier Joyce Mosher 
Jan Hamilton Mary Nash 
Edith Hansen Judy Rowell 
Betsy Hoefer 
 

Also: 
Bob and Jean Boyce for pricing 

and matting prints, making deli-
cious salads, providing us with a 
beautiful sign and more 

Tennant Kirk for overseeing the 
quilt sales 

Truman Fields for being avail-
able with truck for hauling 

 

 Of course, we appreciate Joan & 
Kent so graciously putting up with 
our messes for so long.  Erik: we 
apologize for selling the vacuum 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

and you don’t know how glad we 
are it came back!!  We do suggest 
to all, as long as the closet in 
Room 204 remains the bazaar 
closet, anything other than bazaar 
items SHOULD BE MARKED either 
by name or owner or NFS (not for 
sale).  Hard as we try to keep up, 
it becomes impossible at times. 

It has been a blast! 
Co-Chairs Steve Boyce/Dottie 
Blackburn 

P.S. It was a pleasure to have 
Steve on board this year.  He had 
our signs mended, made numerous 
trips to the ReStore and Goodwill, 
taking the electronics, etc., as we 
culled them.  He was always avail-
able (except when he strategically 
planned vacations!) with truck to 
haul or aide in any way needed.  
Thanks, Steve!! 

Hamdy Kemp, Pat Meier, Dottie Blackbrun and Steve Boyce on 
the left, Bill Stolte to the right of the ReStore staff 

Regular Wednesday Nite Live! Schedule 
5:00 pm—Middle School Youth Group 
5:45 pm—Supper (donation) 
6:15 pm—Senior High Youth Group 
6:30 pm—Study on the Book of Acts, led by Bob Berger, 204, Activities for Elementary 
 aged kids, 104 and College Fellowship 
7:00 pm—Bell Choir, 3rd Floor Choir Room 
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On October 15 and 16, 2009, 
Carla Gilbert and I had the 
honor of serving as Union 
Church’s delegates to the 62nd 
Annual Assembly of the Ken-
tucky Council of Churches 
(KCC). A highlight of this year’s 
Assembly was the installation of 
the new Executive Director of 
KCC, Dr. Marian McClure Tay-
lor of Shelbyville, KY.  The 
theme of the Assembly was 
“Creation Waits with Eager 
Longing” from Romans: 8. Dr. 
Taylor’s sermon during the in-
stallation service was entitled 
“Joy and Longing” and she spoke 
of how these two emotions are 
so often experienced together. 

The keynote speaker was 
Larry Rasmussen, Reinhold Nie-
buhr Professor Emeritus of So-
cial Ethics, Union Theological 
Seminary, NY.  In 2007, the 
American Academy of Relig-
ion/Society of Biblical Literature 
honored him for his leadership 
in theology, ecology, and ethics 
over the past quarter century. 

Dr. Rasmussen and his wife, 
Nyla, also attending the Assem-
bly, now live in Santa Fe, NM. 

On the first day, Dr. Rasmus-
sen challenged us to think deeply 
with him about what kind of 
faith is earth honoring and earth 
healing.  He bluntly reminded us 
that all too often during its his-
tory, Christianity has connived 
with empire in the destruction 
of creation. He stated that our 
current global economy is in-
compatible with nature’s econ-
omy. He asked the hard ques-
tion: “How do we interrogate 
the very faith we live by?” 

In his second address, Dr. 
Rasmussen turned to examples 
of “walking the talk” and urged 
us to “sing a new song.”  He said 
that an earth-honoring and 
earth-healing faith will be poly-
phonic: ecumenical and inter-
faith.   It will be a holistic eco-
system of renewal.  He shared 
with us the results of research 
undertaken by students at Union 
Seminary to identify the ele-

ments of progressive Christian-
ity – those shoots that are 
springing forth across the coun-
try testifying to a rebirth of faith. 
These are the most commonly 
occurring elements of this re-
birth:  

1) spiritual vitality;  
2)  intellectual integrity;  
3) transgress ing gender 

boundaries;  
4) vitality without superiority;  
5) merging of justice and 

ecology. 

At this time of new vision and 
action at Union Church, I was 
energized and inspired not only 
by Dr. Rasmussen and Dr. Tay-
lor, but by this gathering of pro-
gressive Christians from across 
Kentucky who are committed to 
ecumenism at a time in desper-
ate need of our coming together 
to honor our faith by caring for 
creation. Please feel free to 
speak with Carla or myself about 
the KCC or this Assembly. And 
thank you to Union Church for 
giving us this opportunity to rep-
resent you. 

Biloxi bound! The 10 women and 6 men going to Back Bay Mission in Bi-
loxi, MS depart on November 15. The crew will continue the on-going job of clearing and repairing the 
destruction left behind by hurricane Katrina. Annriette Stolte is the crew organizer.  The Mission Board is 
inviting you to be part of a “Support Team” for one of the crew. We can’t all go to Biloxi, but we each can 
be “with” a crew member in spirit and deed in any ways that you choose. Some examples of what you 
might do are: send a note of support, prepare a trip snack bag, offer to pray for the safety and success of 
the mission for that person, be present for the send-off or return of the crew, OR any other action of sup-
port that you might think helpful. 

 If you can be a “Support Team” member, please sign the sheet on the clip board in front of the 
Sanctuary OR contact Teri Mehler at teri@kellymehler.com with your questions or to sign on. You can 
designate a specific crew member to support, or you will be paired with someone on the work crew, as 
you wish. Thanks for considering this special way of working together. 

Kentucky  Council of Churches Annual  
Assembly – Report from Betty Hibler 



The New and Different 
Department… 

     The CE Board has been 
thinking outside the box and we’ve 
created some changes.  Now 
change is welcomed by some and 
shunned by others.  But the hope 
is that these changes will benefit 
all. 

     You may have noticed a 
group of kids (4th graders and up) 
sitting to the left of the pulpit on 
Sunday mornings in pews labeled 
“Monks – Spiritual Investigators.”  
What do you suppose we’re up?  
As the name implies the Monks 
are geared to engage this age 
group with their own notebooks 
and a weekly supply of questions 
that tune them in to the details of 
what is happening around them.  
Likewise scripture, puzzles and the 

like are included according to the 
theme of the service.  We plan to 
gather after the service on the first 
Sunday of each month to give the 
Monks the opportunity to explore 
questions that may have come up 
in the services. 

     We have a good crew of 
Monks, but know we have plenty 
of notebooks and the group is 
always open to new investigators.  
Likewise, children are welcome to 
take the notebooks to sit with 
their parents if they choose.  They 
will simply need to return the 
notebook at the end of the service 
so I can update it before the next 
week. 

     Children’s Worship is now 
focused on the needs of our 
kindergarteners through 3rd 
graders to experience an 

abbreviated wor-
ship experience in 
the Cowan Chapel.  
They move to 
room 101 to enjoy 
related activities following their 
worship.  We are very blessed to 
have Florence Anyabuonwu 
leading the weekly Children’s 
Worship.  She is creative and 
eager to share her love of God 
with our children.  Please know 
we must be faithful in providing a 
volunteer each week to shepherd 
the children along with Florence.  
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e , 
wholbrook@union-church.org, to 
volunteer. 

I thank God upon my every 
remembrance of you. 

Grace,  Wyndee 

From Wyndee Holbrook, CE Director 
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The middle school youth are going 
great guns.  We had two recent outings  
- one out to White's Memorial to share 
in their Life Choices programming (a 
drug education discussion group) and 
the second was our camping trip out to 

Red Lick.  The camping was tremendous fun and we 
all survived.  The Brunners have offered to let us use 
the cabin again for the highschool group, probably 
some time this month. 

The highschoolers also joined us for a Life 
Choices meeting.  The next meeting of this nature 
will take place on November 4th.  We'll be hearing 
from some young folks serving time at a detention 
center about how drugs have affected their lives.  
We'll also be hearing from a family court judge about 
drug concerns he has witnessed in the work he does.  
The highschoolers are also very active building gran-
ite top tables that will be used as fundraisers for our 

summer mission trip.  The Carlbergs are graciously 
offering their shop for this project. 

We have wonderful, energetic youth.  Thanks for 
your support! 

Peace, Deborah 

From Deborah Payne, Youth Director 

Both our Youth Groups meet on 
Wednesdays evenings, the Middle 
School at 5 and the High School at 
6:15!    

Call Deborah Payne at 353-7577 
if you would like more information 
or if you have a young friend or 
neighbor she might invite!   
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Bible Reading   
for November 

November 1 
Ruth 1:1-8 
Psalm 146 
Hebrews 9:11-14 
Mark 12:28-34 
  
November 8 
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17 
Psalm 127 
Hebrews 9:24-28 
Mark12:38-44 
  
November 15 
1 Samuel1:4-20;2:1-10 
Hebrews10:11-25 
Mark 13:1-8 
 
November 22 
2 Samuel23:1-7 
Psalm 132:1-18 
Revelation 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 
 
November 29 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Psalm 25:1-10 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Luke 21:25-36 
  

Serving as Worship  
Leaders in November 
Nov.   1   Alice White 
Nov.   8   Elizabeth Crowe 
Nov. 15    Berea College 
 Homecoming 
Nov. 22    Alvera Perman 
Nov. 29   Rich Royalty 

 
Call Jenny Bromley at 

623-5007 if you’d like to  
be worship leader or bring 
flowers. 

The Deacons met on October 13 at 
our regularly scheduled time; Teresa 
read a Children's book of praise as our 
devotion; eleven members attended.   

Our Worship Committee discussed 
the procedure of taking the edited 
Sunday video tape to Richmond for its 
weekly airing [Thursdays at 3 pm on 
Channel 5].  Joan English will use our 
budget to pay [every three months] for 
this televising.  A college student will 
work weekly to assist with its editing and 
be paid $30 a week; however, another 
Deacon is needed for taping the Sunday 
service.   

Carla Gilbert requested that $30 be 
spent from the Deacon's Worship 

Budget to order the quarterly magazine, 
"Gathering".  We discussed our Church 
shut-ins and those in special need; it was 
decided not to have a pot luck for the 
month of October; and Bob Boyce, with 
the help of others, will work on revising 
"a to-be-printed" church brochure.   

The Deacons also discussed the line 
items of the committee's budget; we are 
still frustrated that monies are spent 
without consultation with our Chair, 
Teresa Gowler; but most line items 
should remain the same for 2009, but we 
will request that the amount be raised 
for 2010 in the line item: "Outreach". 

Bob Boyce 

Deacons’ Report 

THE BOOK OF RUTH 

In the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, Ruth is placed 
within the collection 
known as the Writings. It 
is one of the five “scrolls” 
read in worship on festi-
vals.   Between Judges and 
Samuel, Ruth serves as the 
transition between the 
eras when Israel had no 
king and when Saul, and 
then David, appear on the 
scene.  

Ruth’s actions of faith-
fulness and loyalty toward 
Naomi are exemplary. Yet 
it is possible to argue that 
the core figure of this 
work is Naomi. She is the 
individual in crisis (1:13). 
She is the one who de-
vises Ruth’s eventual inter-
action with Boaz. It is 
Naomi’s journey of rever-
sal from desperation to 
redemption that drives the 
narrative. In the end, the 
women of the community 

celebrate the child who 
has been “born to Naomi” 
(4:17).  

One key theme in Ruth 
is hesed, a Hebrew term 
than describes faithfulness 
and loyalty grounded in a 
commitment to care for 
another. This term is used 
in Hebrew Scriptures to 
describe God’s love for 
the Israelites and God’s 
unfailing commitment to 
them. In the story of Ruth, 
readers can see hesed ex-
emplified in Ruth, Naomi, 
and Boaz.   

A second key theme in 
Ruth is redemption 
(restoration), denoted in 
the Hebrew terms ga’al 
and go’el. Ruth is a story of 
how the gifts of commu-
nity are restored to 
Naomi and Ruth.  

Finally, there is a key 
theme in the identity of 
Naomi and Ruth: they 
were strangers – refugees 

or sojourners. This is a 
link with one of the im-
portant teachings in the 
Hebrew Scriptures, as 
stated in the book of Deu-
teronomy (10:17–19): 
“God…is not partial and 
takes no bribe, who exe-
cutes justice for the or-
phan and the widow, and 
who loves the strangers, 
providing them food and 
clothing. You shall also 
love the stranger, for you 
were strangers in the land 
of Egypt.” 

Art & text from the Seasons 
of the Spirit resource 



The Church of Christ, Union 
CPO 2105  

Berea, KY 40404 

 

 

Phone: 859-986-3725 

Fax: 859-986-9260 

E-mail: office@union-church.org 

Don’t forget  -Daylight Savings Time begins at 
2:00 am on Sunday, November 1. 

Thinking Ahead … 
 
Union Church Budget 
Meeting, December 16, 
6:30 pm 


